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. Book I.-
IDivision I.

MALLEABL-E METALS*

SECT. I-

Properties
of gold.

0 F   G 0 L D.

I. IJTOLD seems to have, been known from the very
beginning of the world. Its properties and its scar-
city hate rendered it more valuable than any other
metal *. ''

I. It is of an orange red, or reddish yellow colour,
iaM has rio perceptible taste.or'smell;   Its lustre is con-
siderable, yielding "only to that of platinum, steel, sil-
ver, ancf mercury.
"   2."Its hardness is 'df'i-

* The fullest treatise oiy gold hitherto published is that by Dr Lewis
in his Philvsnpkical Commerce of tie Arts. The account of gold in Was-
serberg*s Institutioncs Ckemitt vol. i. is, a great part of it at least, nearly
a translation of Dr Lewis; but it contains likewise several discoveries
of posterior date, chiefly made by Bergman. Mr Hatchett's Expert*
ments and Observations on t&c Alloys^ Specific Gravity, and tomparati'vc 'wear
0f Gold) published in the Pbil. Trans, for 1803, are of the utmost impor-
tance, on account of the care with which they were made, and the many
mistaken notions which they have enabled us to rectify.
f Mr itirwan's method of denoting the different degrees of hardness
by figures has been adopted in consequence of its brevity. Mr Kirwan'd
plan will be understood from his own explanation, which is here sub-
joined.
3,  Denotes the hardness of chalk.
4,  A superior hardness, but yet what yields to tae nail.
5,  What will net yield to the nail, but easily, and without gritting.
to the knife.
6,  That which yields more difficultly to the knife,
7,  That which scarcely yie!4s to the knife*